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Title I, Part A LEA/School-Level
Parent and Family Engagement Policy

This Parent and Family Engagement Policy (Policy) describes the means for carrying out designated Title I, Part A,
parent and family engagement requirements pursuant to the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) Section 1116(a)
and ESSA Section 116(c).

Each school served under this part shall jointly develop with, and distribute to, parents and family members of
participating children a written parent and family engagement policy, agreed on by such parents, that shall
describe the means for carrying out the requirements of subsections (c) through (f). How are parents notified of
the policy in an understandable and uniform format and, to the extent practicable, provided in a language the
parents can understand? How is the policy made available to the local community? How and when is the policy
updated periodically to meet the changing needs of parents and the school (ESSA Section
1116[b][1],1116[a][2][A], and 1116[a][2][F])?)?

The school will ensure that information related to school and parent programs, meetings, and other activities is
sent to the parents of participating children in a format and, to the extent practicable, in a language the parents
can understand by providing translated documents when needed. The board approved policy is emailed to
parents of participating children as well as distributed during the annual Title | parent meeting, and it is posted
on the school website. The local community can access the policy on the website. The policy is updated
periodically, through an Educational Partner meeting (parents, community members, students, staff).
Throughout the year, input is gathered during quarterly Educational Partner meetings, surveys sent to parents
and students, and grade span parent meetings. This input and data is used to update the policy.

How the LEA will involve parents and family members at identified schools in jointly developing Comprehensive
Support and Improvement plans or Targeted Support and Improvement plans (ESSA sections 1116[a][2][A], and
1116[a][2][F])?

In the absence of the identification of any schools for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSl) or any
schools for Targeted Assistance and Intervention (TSI), the LEA may write N/A.

N/A

How will the school coordinate or integrate parent and family engagement strategies with other relevant
federal, state, local laws, and programs to encourage and support parents in more fully participating in the
education of their children (ESSA sections 1116[a][2][C], and 1116[e][4])?

The school will coordinate and integrate parent involvement programs and activities with other Federal, State,
and local programs, and conduct other activities, such as parent resource centers, that encourage and support
parents in more fully participating in the education of their children through the Community Coordinator and
Onboarding Specialist, which is paid for with Title funds.

The Community Coordinator organizes all strategies and makes sure all program’s plans are integrated. Since the
school is an independent study program and parents are involved with every aspect of their child's education
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daily, collaborating with parents is a part of our school culture. Parents have access to the students online
learning platform and can see, in live time, what a student has completed.

The school convenes an annual meeting to inform parents about Title |, Part A requirements and about the right
of parents to be involved in the Title |, Part A program (ESSA Section 1116[c][1]). Add details about the annual
meetings in the box below:

The annual meeting is held online in Zoom by the Director of Engagement and Community or designee.

The school offers a flexible number of meetings for Title |, Part A parents, such as meetings in the morning or
evening (ESSA Section 1116[c][2]). Add details about the meetings in the box below:

The annual meeting is offered multiple times and a recording is available to parents after the meeting.

How will the school conduct, with meaningful involvement of parents and family members, an annual evaluation
of the content and effectiveness of this Policy on improving academic quality of the school, and use the finding
to design evidence-based strategies (ESSA sections 1116[a][2][D], and 1116[a][2][E])?

Parents receive surveys requesting input on a regular basis during the year through the Pulse Check program.

Parents receive individual outreach at least quarterly from homeroom teachers to provide an opportunity to
engage reading student progress.

The Parent and Family Engagement Policy will be reviewed by all educational partners periodically.

The school involves parents of Title I, Part A students in an organized, ongoing, and timely way, in the planning,
review, and improvement of the school’s Title I, Part A programs and the Title |, Part A parent involvement
policy (ESSA Section 1116[c][3]). How does the school involve parents?

Parents are invited to attend quarterly educational partner meeting. Parents are sent surveys which offers
another platform for them to provide input.

What are the barriers to greater participation by parents in activities authorized by ESSA Section 1116? Please
note with attention, parents and family members who are economically disadvantaged, are disabled, have
limited English proficiency, have limited literacy, or are of any racial or ethnic minority background (ESSA Section
1116[a][2][D][i]):

The school annually gathers input and feedback from educational partners through the LCAP development and
surveys to evaluate the effectiveness of the parent and family engagement policy. Barriers are identified
through this process, and actions are developed to address the needs of families, such as providing activities at
different times (day and evening), communicating to parents through text messaging, advertising events
through consistent communication platforms, providing closed captions during Zoom meetings, and ensuring
information is provided in a language and format easily understood by families.
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The following barriers were identified.

e lack of time.

e Parents having a hard time trying to figure out which events are applicable to their needs.

e For online meetings, overlap of meetings between parent and student sessions and parents
needing to help their students.

e Not able to add Spanish subtitles during Zoom meetings. Issues with technology.

Parents and family members who are economically disadvantaged identified the following as being
barriers.

e Reliable internet,
e Having enough data or minutes on their phone plan, and
e Money for travel to in-person events.

The school provides parents of Title |, Part A students with timely information about Title I, Part A programs
(ESSA Section 1116[c)(4][A]). How does the school provide the information?

We offer student specific, individualized interventions for all students in need of support. Students will receive
research-based support and strategies, particularly in the areas where the student is struggling. Many different
levels of support and support staff are available to provide interventions.

The school provides parents of Title |, Part A students with an explanation of the curriculum used at the school,
the assessments used to measure student progress, and the proficiency levels students are expected to meet
(ESSA Section 1116[c][4][B]). How does the school provide the information?

The school aids parents of Title | students in understanding such topics as the challenging State academic
standards, State and local academic assessments, the requirements of this part, and how to monitor a child’s
progress and work with educators to improve the achievement of their children by holding quarterly check-ins
with teachers. Teachers provide parents and students with Star 360 assessment results, updates on students
Instructional Level assignment, guide on how to check student progress and grades on the online learning
platform, and quarter and semester progress reports. As well as communication from administration on state
standards, expectations, and testing.

What are the needs of parents and family members so that they may assist with the learning of their children,
including engaging with school personnel and teachers (ESSA Section 1116[a][2][D][ii])?

The school educates teachers, specialized instructional support personnel, principals, and other school leaders,
and other staff, with the assistance of parents, in the value and utility of contributions of parents, and in how to
reach out to, communicate with, and work with parents as equal partners, implement and coordinate parent
programs, and build ties between parents and the school through professional development. Since the school is
an independent study program and parents are involved with every aspect of their child's education on a daily
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basis, collaborating with parents, we call them learning coaches, is a part of our school culture. Since the student
doesn't attend a brick and mortar, the parent is coaching their learning every day.

What are the strategies used to support successful school and family interactions (ESSA Section
1116[a][2][D]liii])?

The onboarding process is critical to a student’s success. New students are invited to attend orientations, they
are provided messaging, and a Strong Start timeline to ensure they and their parents have the information and
tools for a successful start. Learning coach sessions are also hosted in which parents are provided resources to
help their student be successful in the online learning environment. The school has worked on providing
consistent messaging through social media, Parent Square, newsletter, website for parents, texting, and notices
in the online school. The messaging platforms allow for real time translation. A survey is provided to parents
that allows them to ask for help when needed.

If requested by parents of Title I, Part A students, the school provides opportunities for regular meetings that
allow the parents to participate in decisions relating to the education of their children (ESSA Section
1116[c][4][C]). How does the school provide the opportunities?

Parents are encouraged to meet with their student’s teacher. There are school policies in place that require
teacher availability, consistent scheduling, and timely responses and feedback to student and parents. School-
wide initiatives such as Student Connection Calls at the beginning of the year and parent teacher conferences to
ensure individual attention for student academic success.

The school provides coordination, technical assistance, and other support to assist in planning and implementing
effective parent and family engagement activities. This may include consultation with employers, business
leaders, philanthropic organizations, or individuals. What technical assistance will be provided to parents (ESSA
Section 1116[a][3][A])?

To assist and build the capacity the school employs support staff who collaborate with school staff and parents
to develop goals, programs, and classes to support parents. These staff members serve as liaisons between
parents, schools, and outside community agencies to support efforts to improve student academic performance
and parent involvement.

* The Community Coordinator works to build a community among learning coaches and provides support
sessions for learning coaches. The Community Coordinator also connects students and families to events, both
online and in-person, and provides other resources to help students stay engaged and involved in school.

* The Onboarding Specialist trains learning coaches on all aspect of the online school.
The Director of Categorical Programs will monitor to ensure that the following tasks are completed.
* Convening of an annual Title | parent meeting.

* Convening of school meetings to inform parents of their school’s participation in the development of the
Parent/Family Engagement Policy and each parent's right to be involved.
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* Development of the Parent and Family Engagement Policy and School-Parent Compact and provide
information to parents about the school’s program

How will LEAs reserve 1 percent of Title I, Part A funds to carry out parent and family engagement requirements
(ESSA Section 1116[a][3][A])?

| Independent charter school

How will LEAs allot funds for parent and family engagement (ESSA Section 1116[a][3][B])?

| Independent charter school

How will LEAs distribute 90 percent of the 1 percent reserve to schools (ESSA Section 1116[al[3][C])?

| Independent charter school

The school engages Title |, Part A parents in meaningful interactions with the school. The Compact supports a
partnership among staff, parents, and the community to improve student academic achievement.

How will the school aid parents and families in understanding the state academic standards, state and local
academic assessments, Title I, Part A requirements, how to monitor their child’s progress, and how to work with
educators to help all students succeed (ESSA Section 1116[e][1])?

The school aids parents of children in understanding such topics as the challenging State academic standards,
State and local academic assessments, the requirements of this part, and how to monitor a child’s progress and
work with educators to improve the achievement of their children by offering quarterly check-ins with teachers.
Teachers provide parents and students with the following assessment results (local diaghostic assessment,
interim assessment scores), updates on student’s instructional level assignment, guide on how to check student
progress and grades on the online learning platform, and quarter and semester progress reports. As well as,
communication from administration on state standards, expectations, and testing.

The school provides Title I, Part A parents with materials and training to help them work with their children to
improve their children's achievement (ESSA Section 1116[e][2]).

Since the school is an independent study program, parents are involved with every aspect of their child’s
education. All materials are mailed to the student’s house, including a computer, so students and their parent
can access the online curriculum. Teachers provide consistent messaging of the requirement for daily log in and
submission of assignments. Weekly announcements are made in all the student's courses as well as frequent
updates to families both as general newsletters and tailored updates.

How will the school educate teachers, instructional support staff, and other school leaders and staff, with the
assistance of parents and families, in the value and utility of contributions of parents and families, and reach out
to, communicate with, and work with parents and families as equal partners, implementing and coordinating
parent and family programs to build ties between parents and families, and the school, and how to work with
parents as equal partners (ESSA Section 1116[e][3])?
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The school educates teachers, specialized instructional support personnel, principals, and other school leaders,
and other staff, with the assistance of parents, in the value and utility of contributions of parents, and in how to
reach out to, communicate with, and work with parents as equal partners, implement and coordinate parent
programs, and build ties between parents and the school through professional development. Since the school is
an independent study program and parents are involved with every aspect of their child's education daily,
collaborating with parents, we call them learning coaches, is a part of our school culture. Since the student
doesn't attend a brick and mortar, the parent is coaching their learning every day.

How will the school coordinate and integrate parent and family involvement programs with other federal, state,
and local programs, including public preschool programs, and conduct other activities, such as parent and family
resource centers that encourage and support parents and families in more fully participating in the education of
their children (ESSA Section 1116[e][4])?

The school will coordinate and integrate parent involvement programs and activities with other Federal, State,
and local programs, and conduct other activities, such as parent resource centers, that encourage and support
parents in more fully participating in the education of their children through the Coordinator of Culture and
Family Support and Community Coordinator, which is paid for with Title funds.

How will the school ensure that information related to school and parent programs, including this Policy,
meetings, and other activities are sent to the parents of participating children in a format, and to the extent
practicable, in a language the parents and families can understand (ESSA Section 1116[e][5], 1116[f])?

The school will ensure that information related to school and parent programs, meetings, and other activities is
sent to the parents of participating children in a format and, to the extent practicable, in a language the parents
can understand by providing translated documents when needed.

How will the school provide other reasonable support for parental involvement activities requested by Title |,
Part A parents under this section (ESSA Section 1116[e][14])?

Parent requests will be considered and provided when appropriate.

The school provides opportunities for the participation of all Title I, Part A parents, including parents with
limited English proficiency, parents with disabilities, and parents of migratory students. Information and school
reports are provided in a format and language that parents understand (ESSA Section 1116[f]).

The Home-School Compact is attached.

This Policy was adopted by the governing board in June 2022 and will be in effect until it is updated. The school
will distribute the policy to all parents of students participating in the Title |, Part A program annually.
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California Virtual Academy
Home-School Compact

California Virtual Academy provides an individualized standards-based education for students in the state of California. Our team of
hardworking, highly qualified staff works as partners with parents to provide an innovative and challenging education that focuses
on traditional instructional models to promote mastery of the California Content Standards. California Virtual Academy believes
parents are integral in the acquisition of knowledge, and works to strengthen family values, promote character, and provide skill
mastery using technology and the Stride K12 curriculum.

SCHOOL COMMITMENTS

To support achievement goals, the school staff commits to the following:
e Inform parents of the instruction and interventions in place that will enable students to meet proficiency levels in reading,
writing, and/or math.
e  Provide a positive, safe, and effective online learning environment for all.
e Provide information for parents through weekly classroom newsletters and offer information on how they can support their
child’s learning at home.

To support effective, ongoing communication between the school and home, the school staff commits to the following actions:
e Provide learning coach with resources so is responsible to ensure the child is participating appropriately in the instructional
program.
e  Participate in communication activities, including, but not limited to, phone calls, email, and meetings.

PARENT COMMITMENTS

To support achievement goals, we ask that parents commit to the following:
e  Ensure that my child gets enough sleep each night, provide nutritious meals, and encourage regular exercise.
e Set high expectations for his or her academic achievement.
e Attend school events, workshops, and meetings, when appropriate.

To encourage effective, ongoing communication, we ask parents to commit to the following actions:
e Respond to emails, phone calls, or be willing to participate in online meetings with school staff.
e Initiate communication with school staff when there is a concern or question.
e Attend school events, meetings, and workshops and ask questions, share ideas with other parents and offer suggestions for
how the school can improve opportunities for student success.

STUDENT COMMITMENTS

To support achievement goals, we ask that students commit to the following:
e Encourage my parents to support me in my education.
e Follow school rules, participate in classroom activities, and take responsibility for my learning.
e Complete all assighments to the best of my ability.
e Set high academic expectations for myself.

To support effective, ongoing communication, we ask that students commit to the following:
e Talk with my parent(s) about school each day.
e Communicate with school staff and other students in a positive manner.
e Seek the support of my parents and school staff when | have questions about my learning or other concerns about school.
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